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Dr Samuel Lam Pak-nin
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Dr Samuel Lam Pak-nin is a diagnostic radiology specialist who
pioneered the use of filmless digital radiology in Canada. He
served as the first Corporate Chief Radiologist at the William
Osler Health Centre in Ontario, and is a Director of the Lam Woo
Foundation.

Born and brought up in Hong Kong, Dr Lam went to Ireland to
study medicine at Trinity College, University of Dublin when he
was a teenager. He did his postgraduate studies in London and
became a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of London.
Dr Lam emigrated to Canada with his family in 1969, and passed
the examination for the Fellowship of the Royal College of
Physicians of Canada the following year. Subsequently he was
appointed as a consultant radiologist in Brampton, Ontario
and became the chief radiologist a few years later. When the
hospital merged with two others in the late 1990s, Dr Lam
became the first Corporate Chief Radiologist of the William
Osler Health Centre. In 1986, when the computer age set in, Dr
Lam launched a picture archiving and communication system
(PACS) at his hospital, the first in Canada, and the fourth in the
world. Instead of looking at hard copies of films, physicians can
use the computer to read the images produced, which can be
easily stored and transmitted elsewhere. This system is now used
widely all over the world.

Despite the heavy work responsibilities, Dr Lam has devoted
much time and energy to health, education, social welfare
services and church work. He follows the family tradition and the
example of his late grandfather Mr Lam Woo, a master builder
and philanthropist based in Hong Kong at the turn of the last
century.

From 1999 to 2006, Dr Lam served first as President and then
Chairman of Mon Sheong Foundation, the first registered
Chinese charitable organization in Ontario. He is now the
Chairman Emeritus. The Foundation only had a small nursing
home in Chinatown formerly. Under Dr Lam'’s leadership, it
expanded to become an organization with close to a thousand
beds in three facilities in Greater Toronto.
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In 2011, Dr Lam funded the Lam Chung Nin Endowed Chair in
Molecular Biology at Peking University and its genetic laboratory,
in memory of his late brother. In 2014, he made a generous
donation to the Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) and
the University named a lecture theatre after his late father, Mr
Lam Chik-ho, a respected leader in the construction industry. Dr
Lam also established a chair professorship for Chinese Studies at
his alma mater Trinity College, University of Dublin this year. This
is a first for Trinity as well as for Ireland.

Through the Lam Woo Foundation, Dr Lam has sponsored
the establishment of the Peking University Eye Center and its
Lam Woo Eye Hospital, as well as an extension of the Hospital
in Kaifeng, Henan province. The Foundation launched the
Lam Woo China Social Work Training and Development Fund
cofounded by Peking University and PolyU in 2009 and the
Senior Reporters-in-Residence Scheme at Hong Kong Baptist
University in 2013. It also set up the Lam Woo Professorship in
Biomedical Engineering at the University of Hong Kong in 2013,
and an endowed professorship and chair of physics at the Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology in October this year.

In spring this year, the Lam Woo Foundation has generously
agreed to donate HK$5 million to the OUHK for the construction
of its phase Ill campus, which will house the new Jockey Club
Institute of Healthcare.

Dr Lam was presented with the Queen Elizabeth |l Diamond
Jubilee Medal by the Canadian Government in 2012. He was
named Honorary Life Chairman of the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University Foundation and conferred a University Fellowship by
the University in 2014. In 2015, Dr Lam was awarded the Order of
Diocese of Toronto (Anglican) for establishing the first Chinese
Anglican church in Toronto and serving in various committees of
the Diocese.

In recognition of Dr Samuel Lam Pak-nin’s contributions to Hong
Kong and the University, may | invite the Pro-Chancellor to
present him with the Honorary University Fellowship.
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